
  

           Smoke alarm units are meant to warn us  when the battery gets low.  They
do this by “chirping”.  In terms of electricity, lower temperatures slow electrical
reactions.  
If you’ve got a battery that’s nearing the end of its life, it might manage to
power your smoke alarm just fine during the warmer daytime hours... 

YOU HAVE QUESTIONS.... WE HAVE ANSWERS

Why does the smoke alarm always chirp at night?

But when the cooler evening hits, the drop in temperature slows the battery’s 
chemical reaction, reducing its power output. That’s when the detector chimes in,
letting you know the battery is too weak to keep going. And of course, that’s why
it always seems to wake us up in the dead of night  with an annoying “CHIRP”!

     NEARLY 59% OF HOME FIRE
DEATHS WERE CAUSED BY
FIRES IN PROPERTIES WITH NO
SMOKE ALARMS AND 43%
OCCURRED BECAUSE THE
SMOKE ALARMS FAILED TO
OPERATE.

      SMOKE ALARMS SHOULD BE
REPLACED EVERY 10 YEARS
BASED ON THE
MANUFACTURED DATE, OR
EVERY 7 YEARS FOR COMBO
SMOKE/CARBON MONOXIDE
ALARMS. THE DATE IS PRINTED
ON THE BACK OF THE ALARM.

      SMOKE DETECTORS ARE
NOT MEANT TO DETECT FIRE
NECESSARILY. THE MAIN
PURPOSE IS MEANT TO WAKE
YOU IF YOU ARE SLEEPING IF A
FIRE OR HEAVY SMOKE
ARISES. 

What are safe/effective installation standards for devices?
It shall not be installed within 3 feet from the door opening of a bathroom that contains a
bathtub or shower.

It shall not be installed withing 3 feet from the supply air registers of a forced air heather
cooling system (HVAC)

It shall not be installed within 3 feet from the tip of the blade of a ceiling-suspended ceiling
fan.

It shall be installed a minimum of 20 feet distance from a cooking appliance.

For coffered ceilings, smoke detectors shall be installed on the highest portion of the ceiling or
on the sloped portion of the ceiling within 12 inches vertically down from the highest point.

What is the difference between a smoke detector and alarm?

             Technically, a smoke detector senses smoke and sends a signal to a central alarm system, whereas a smoke
alarm includes a built-in audible and/or visible alarm.  However, both terms are often used interchangeably when
referring to devices installed in our homes.



Where are smoke alarms supposed to be placed in the home?

What about carbon monoxide alarms?

SMOKE ALARMS SHALL BE INSTALLED IN EACH SLEEPING
ROOM, OUTSIDE OF EACH SEPARATE SLEEPING AREA IN
THE IMMEDIATE VICINITY OF THE BEDROOM(S), AND ON
EACH LEVEL INCLUDING BASEMENTS AND HABITABLE

ATTICS.

If the house has separate hallways leading to separate bedroom groups, separate smoke alarms shall be
placed in each hallway.

YOU HAVE QUESTIONS.... WE HAVE ANSWERS

SB-183 requires that a carbon monoxide device be installed in all dwelling units intended for
human occupancy.
Carbon Monoxide is a colorless, odorless gas that is produced from heaters, fireplaces,
furnaces, and many types of appliances and cooking devices.
Carbon monoxide devices should be installed outside each sleeping area of the home
including the basement.  One device should be installed per habitable level with a fuel
burning appliance.
The manufacturer’s installation instruction should also be followed.


